
Community Water Systems That Have Taken Local Action in Response to Early 
Drought Conditions 

 
 
Purchase Water Supplies 
 

Highland Park (Lake Co.) – Implemented mandatory water use 
restrictions (e.g., lawn watering) due to increased demand. 

 
Surface Water and Groundwater Source 
 

Decatur (Macon County) – On July 25, 2012 Decatur implemented water 

restrictions that cover all who draw water from Lake Decatur and the City’s 
water supply, including the City of Decatur, the Village of Mt. Zion, the 
Village of Harristown and the Long Creek Township Water Department if 
the latter two communities need to use Decatur water on a part time 
emergency basis.   
http://www.ci.decatur.il.us/citynews/newsitem.aspx?id=Mandatory Water 
Restrictions To Go Into Effect Wednesday 
 
In addition, Decatur started supplementing their surface water reservoir 
with groundwater from their well field. 

 
Canton (Fulton County) – Canton community water system began 

exclusively using a new well source located near the Illinois River at 
Banner (their lake is down 74 inches).  Canton Lake still has water 
available. 

 
McComb ( Mc Donough) – The community water system began 
supplementing their surface water reservoir with groundwater from their 
well field. 

 
Surface Water Source 
 

Springfield (CWLP) (Sangamon County) - Made a press release 
promoting “Smart Water Use During a Heat Wave.”  
http://www.cwlp.com/energy_services/ESO_services_programs/water_con
servation.htm  
 
Vienna Correctional Center (VCC) – The VCC has had a steady 

decrease in reservoir levels (that seem to be worsening).  These levels are 
not yet critical; however, the operator has never seen it this low at this time 
of year.  The VCC has three intakes located at 4’, 13’, and 20’ below lake 
level.  They are just below the top of their shallow intake 4’ 3”.  The 
system is making some process changes that add a day of water every 
week. 

http://www.ci.decatur.il.us/citynews/newsitem.aspx?id=Mandatory
http://www.cwlp.com/energy_services/ESO_services_programs/water_conservation.htm
http://www.cwlp.com/energy_services/ESO_services_programs/water_conservation.htm


 
The Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) has a water budget model of the 
Vienna CC system and it was compared with the current year’s situation 
with the 1950s drought of record.  The current lake level and rate of 
decline is similar to our estimated level for the end of July 1953 (assuming 
the 1950s drought were to recur given the system characteristics as they 
currently exist).  Based on the lake’s rate of decline we would expect the 
lake to drop another 5-6 feet (a total of 9-10 feet) before the year’s end if 
the drought continues, with the cumulative loss in volume by the end of 
2012 amounting to 50-60% of the lake’s total capacity.  The key is will be 
the extent of lake level recovery that occurs next spring.  If there is not 
much recovery by April or May of 2013, then the system could experience 
a shortage in late 2013 or early 2014.  Again, this assumes the current 
drought continues in a manner similar to the drought of record condition.   
 

 
Groundwater Source 
 

Mt. Pulaski (Logan County) - Eliminated the sale of bulk water due to 
declining water levels at the city wells. The water superintendent reported 
that the pumping level is only five feet above the top of the well screen. 
This is the lowest level ever observed from these wells.  

 
The communities of Williamsville (Sangamon County), Elkhart (Logan 
County), and possibly Decatur (Macon County) have discontinued bulk 
water sales. 

 
Edwardsville (Madison County) – This community requested voluntarily 

water conservations in early July week due to high demand. 
 
Clearwater Service Corp (Coles County) - Implemented voluntary water 
restrictions (plant capacity not a source water problem) and saw their 
usage decrease. 

 

In addition, there are many more communities that have implemented water use 
restrictions because of the early drought and increased water demand. For additional 
information see: 
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sa=N&tab=lw&q=illinois+water+restrictions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sa=N&tab=lw&q=illinois+water+restrictions


 


